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Claim Amendments 



1. (currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable through 
a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components; 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 

wherein the phone comprises a first phone having a shared call appearance with a second 
phone over a switch component of the plurality of switch components and through the packet 
network, wherein the second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first phone 
over the switch component and through a network . 

2. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein the connector component employs an 
explicit selection of a particular switch component of the plurality of switch components to 
operationally connect the phone through the packet network to the particular switch component, 
wherein a user of the phone inputs the explicit selection. 

3-4. Canceled. 

5. (currently amended) The system of claim 14 , wher e in the phon e compris e s a fir s t 

phone; 



fi rst switch compon e nt and through the packet network, wherein th e s e cond phone compris e s the 
s hared call appearance with the first phone ov e r the first switch component and through a 
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wherein the first phone comprises a second shared call appearance with a third phone 
over the second switch component and through the packet network, wherein the third phone 
comprises the second shared call appearance with the first phone over the second switch 
component and through a network. 

6. (original) The system of claim 1, wherein the phone comprises a connector component 
that is operationally connectable through the packet network to the any selected one or more of 
the plurality of switch components through a respective one or more of a plurality of voice over 
Internet protocol gateways. 

7. Canceled. 

8. (currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a_ phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable through 
a packet network to an y selected one or more of a plurality of switch components: 

wherein the a ny selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more o f originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone: 

wherein the phone is registrable with any selected one of a plurality of voice over Internet 
protocol gateways; 

The s yst e m of claim 7, wherein the plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways 
comprises a first voice over Internet protocol gateway and a second voice over Internet protocol 
gateway; 

wherein the phone is registrable with the first voice over Internet protocol gateway at a 
first time; and 
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wherein the phone is registrable with the second voice over Internet protocol gateway at a 
second time. 

9. (original) The system of claim 8+, wherein the phone is registrable with any selected 
one of a plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways that jsape owned and/or operated by a 
plurality of service providers. 

10. (original) The system of claim 9, wherein the plurality of service providers comprises 
a first service provider and a second service provider, wherein the plurality of voice over Internet 
protocol gateways comprises a first voice over Internet protocol gateway of the first service 
provider and a second voice over Internet protocol gateway of the second service provider; 

wherein the phone is registrable with the first voice over Internet protocol gateway of the 
first service provider at a first time; and 

wherein the phone is registrable with the second voice over Internet protocol gateway of 
the second service provider at a second time. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable 
through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components; 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 

wherein the step of selecting the phone that comprises the connector component that is 
operational ly connectable through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the 
pl urality of switch components comprises the steps of: 

selecting the phone to comprise a first phone: and 



Page 6 09/825,645 LUC-299/Bushnell 20- 1 

s electing the first phone to comprise a shared call appearance with a second phone over a 
swjteh_ccjnpo.nent of the plurality o f switch components and through the packet network. 
wherein the second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first phone over the 
switch component and through a network . 

12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of selecting the phone that 
comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the packet network 
to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises the steps of: 

receiving from a user of the phone an explicit selection of a particular switch component 
of the plurality of switch components; and 

employing the explicit selection with the connector component to operationally connect 
the phone through the packet network to the particular switch component. 

13-14. Canceled. 

15. (currently amended) The method of claim H H, wherein the st e p of selecting th e 
phone to comprise the connector component that is operationally connectabl e to the fir s t switch 
component through the packet network and operationally connectable to the second sw it ch 
co mponent through the packet network further comprisesing the steps of: 

s e lecting the phon e to comprise a first phone; 



Page 7 09/825,645 LUC-299/Bushnell 20-1 

se l ecti n g th e first ph o ne to comprise a shared call appearance with a sec ond^hone-ovef 
th e fir s t switch compon e nt and through the packet network, wherein th e s e cond phon e compri s es 
the shared call appearance with the first phone over the first switch component and through a 
netwerte-afK^ 

selecting the first phone to comprise a second shared call appearance with a third phone 
over the second switch component and through the packet network, wherein the third phone 
comprises the second shared call appearance with the first phone over the second switch 
component and through a network. 

16. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of selecting the phone that 
comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the packet network 
to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises the step of: 

selecting the phone to comprise a connector component that is operationally connectable 
through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components 
through a respective one or more of a plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways. 

17. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein the step of selecting the phone that 
comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the packet network 
to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises the step of: 

selecting the phone to be registrable with any selected one of a plurality of voice over 
Internet protocol gateways. 

18. (currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable 
through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components; 
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wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
Bmyidg_gnegr more of o riginating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone: 

wherein the step of selecting the phone that comprises the connector component that is 
operationally connecta ble through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the 
plur ality of switch components comprises the step of: 

selecting the phone to be registrable with any selected one of a plurality of voice over 
Internet protocol gateways: 

The m e thod of claim 17, wherein the plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways 
comprises a first voice over Internet protocol gateway and a second voice over Internet protocol 
gateway, wherein the step of selecting the phone to be registrable with the any selected one of 
the plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways comprises the steps of: 

registering the phone with the first voice over Internet protocol gateway at a first time; 

and 

registering the phone with the second voice over Internet protocol gateway at a second 

time. 

19. Canceled. 

20. (currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable 
through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components: 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone: 
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wherein the step of selecting the phone that comprises the connector component that is 
operationally connectable through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the 
plurality of switch components comprises the step of: 

selecting the phone to be registrable with any selected one of a plurality of voice over 
Internet protocol gateways that are owned and/or operated bv a plurality of service providers: 

The me th od of c l aim 19, wherein the plurality of service providers comprises a first 
service provider and a second service provider, wherein the plurality of voice over Internet 
protocol gateways comprises a first voice over Internet protocol gateway of the first service 
provider and a second voice over Internet protocol gateway of the second service provider, 
wherein the step of selecting the phone to be registrable with the any selected one of the plurality 
of voice over Internet protocol gateways that are owned and/or operated by the plurality of 
service providers comprises the steps of: 

registering the phone with the first voice over Internet protocol gateway of the first 
service provider at a first time; and 

registering the phone with the second voice over Internet protocol gateway of the second 
service provider at a second time. 

21. (currently amended) An article, comprising: 
a computer-readable signal-bearing medium; and 

means in the medium for selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is 
operationally connectable through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of 
switch components; 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 
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wherein the me ans in the medium for selecting the phone that comprises the connpr.mr 
component that is operationally coll ectable through the packet network to t he anv selected nm» 
or more of the plurality of switch components comprises: 

m eans in the medium for selecting the phone to comprise a first phone; and 
means in the medium for sel ecting the first phone to comprise a shared call app earance. 
with a second phone over a switch c omponent of the plurality of switch components and through 
the packet network, wherein the second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first 
phone over the switch component and through a network . 

22. (original) The article of claim 21, wherein the means in the medium for selecting the 
phone that comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the 
packet network to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises: 

means in the medium for receiving from a user of the phone an explicit selection of a 
particular switch component of the plurality of switch components; and 

means in the medium for employing the explicit selection with the connector component 
to operationally connect the phone through the packet network to the particular switch 
component. 

23-24. Canceled. 

25. (currently amended) An article, comprising: 
a computer-readable signal-bearing medium; and 

means in the medium for selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is 
operationally connectab le through a packet network to anv selected one or more of a plurality of 
switch components; 
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whe re i n the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
p r o vide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone: 

wh erein the plurality of switch components comprises a first switch component and a 
s econd switch component, wherein the means in the medium for selecting the phone that 
comprises the connecto r component that is operationally connectable through the packet network 
to the any selected on e or more of the plurality of switch components comprises: 

means in the medium for selecting the phone to comprise a connector component that is 
operational l y connectable to the first switch component through the packet network and 
operationally connecta ble to the second switch component through the packet network: 

The article of claim 2 4 , w herein the means in the medium for selecting the phone to 
comprise the connector component that is operationally connectable to the first switch 
component through the packet network and operationally connectable to the second switch 
component through the packet network comprises: means in the medium for selecting the phone 
to comprise a first phone; 

means in the medium for selecting the first phone to comprise a shared call appearance 
with a second phone over the first switch component and through the packet network, wherein 
the second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first phone over the first switch 
component and through a network; and 

means in the medium for selecting the first phone to comprise a second shared call 
appearance with a third phone over the second switch component and through the packet 
network, wherein the third phone comprises the second shared call appearance with the first 
phone over the second switch component and through a network. 
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26. (original) The article of claim 21, wherein the means in the medium for selecting the 
phone that comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the 
packet network to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises: 

means in the medium for selecting the phone to comprise a connector component that is 
operationally connectable through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the 
plurality of switch components through a respective one or more of a plurality of voice over 
Internet protocol gateways. 

27. Canceled. 

28. (currently amended) An article, comprising: 
a computer-readable signal -bearing medium; and 

means in the medium for selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is 
operationally connectable through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of 
switch components: 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone: 

wherein the means in the medium For selecting the phone that comprises the connector 

component that is operationally connectable through the packet network to the any selected one 
or more of the plurality of switch components comprises: 

means in the medium for selecting the phone to be registrable with any selected one of a 
plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways: 
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: £heHirti€te-e^ the plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways 

comprises a first voice over Internet protocol gateway and a second voice over Internet protocol 
gateway, wherein the means in the medium for selecting the phone to be registrable with the any 
selected one of the plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways comprises: 

means in the medium for registering the phone with the first voice over Internet protocol 
gateway at a first time; and 

means in the medium for registering the phone with the second voice over Internet 
protocol gateway at a second time. 

29. (currently amended) The article of claim 2834-, wherein the means in the medium for 
selecting the phone that comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable 
through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components 
comprises: 

means in the medium for selecting the phone to be registrable with any selected one of a 
plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways that is&Fe owned and/or operated by a plurality 
of service providers. 

30. (original) The article of claim 29, wherein the plurality of service providers 
comprises a first service provider and a second service provider, wherein the plurality of voice 
over Internet protocol gateways comprises a first voice over Internet protocol gateway of the first 
service provider and a second voice over Internet protocol gateway of the second service 
provider, wherein the means in the medium for selecting the phone to be registrable with the any 
selected one of the plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways that are owned and/or 
operated by the plurality of service providers comprises: ' 
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means in the medium for registering the phone with the first voice over Internet protocol 
gateway of the first service provider at a first time; and 

means in the medium for registering the phone with the second voice over Internet 
protocol gateway of the second service provider at a second time. 



